
Area Variance Meeting Notes                                                  Date _06/24/15__     Appeal # _AV1503__ 

Minutes taken by_Janet Berkemeier____                                                  Meeting called to order at: __7:30p.m.___ 

Members                                          Present      Absent                                 Application No. __AV1503_________ 

                                                                                                    Date of Application _04.07.15______ 
                                   Date Notice Published __06.16.15_____ 

   

                      

                            

 

Others Present _Thomas Douglas, CEO/ZEO___     __Edward Stringham_______     __William Baskin________ 

                          ___________________________     _________________________     _______________________ 

                          ___________________________     _________________________     _______________________ 

                          ___________________________     _________________________     _______________________ 

Genesee County Planning Board Recommendations ~ Review Date _06.12.15_ Approve ____  Reject _X 

   Modifications _____________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Bethany Planning Board Recommendations ~ Review Date _06.12.15_      Approve _X_     Reject _____  

   Modifications__None_______________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

State Environmental Quality Review ( SEQR)                   The status of this variance is... 

Type I __________Poses a significant environmental impact.   Requires completion of a long Environmental 
Assessment 

 Form (EAF) and coordinated review by all involved agencies. 

Type II _X__ Actions NOT subject to review under SEQR.  Type II actions include interpretations, granting 

area variances for one, two or three family dwellings and granting of individual setback and lot line variances. 

Unlisted Actions _________Actions are all those actions NOT considered Type I or Type II. 

Use variances and conditional use permits are classified as Unlisted Actions and require completion of a short EAF. 
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Janet Berkemeier   __X_     _____ 
Nancy Burke          _____     _X__ 
Mary Miller        __X_     _____ 
Bill Messinger        _X__     _____ 
Pam Sojda              _X__     _____ 
Diane Fowler         _X__     _____ 
Thomas Foss         _X__     _____ 



                                                                                                        

    Date _06.24.15__Appeal # __AV1503__ 

Opening Remarks__ZEO Dougls specified that the property is owned by one person.  The pond is over 400’ from__ 
___Transit Road.  This is a rather remote area.  No problems are forseen if the dike is on the south end if the pond__ 

___were to break._________________________________________ Public Hearing Called to Order at: _7:30 pm_  

Public Comments___None________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
         Public Hearing closed at: _7:47 pm__ 
Area Variance Points to Consider                                                     
 A.     Whether an undesirable change will be produced in the character of the neighborhood or a detriment to 
           nearby properties will be created by the granting of the area variance 
Discussion ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Vote Point A                        YES       NO 

Yes,  means you DO think an undesirable 
                                   change will be produced. 

No,   means you DO NOT. 
 
 
 
 
 
B.       Whether the benefit sought by the applicant can be achieved by some method, feasible for the applicant to       
            pursue other than the area variance 
Discussion ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Vote Point B.                                   YES       NO 
                                                  YES,  means you do think the benefit 
                                            can be achieved by another method. 
            NO, means you DO NOT. 
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Janet Berkemeier   _____     _X__ 
Nancy Burke         _X___     _____ 
Mary Miller           _____     _X__ 
Bill Messinger       _____     _X__ 
Pam Sojda             _____     _X__ 
Diane Fowler        _____     _X__ 
Thomas Foss         _____     _X__ 

k

Janet Berkemeier  _____     _X___ 
Nancy Burke        __X__     _____ 
Mary Miller          _____     _X___ 
Bill Messinger      _____     _X___ 
Pam Sojda            _____     __X__ 
Diane Fowler        _____     __X__ 
Thomas Foss         _____     __X__



Date_06.24.15__ Appeal #_AV1503____ 

C.        Whether the requested area variance is substantial  

Discussion _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Vote Point C.         YES         NO 
                                                                                        YES means you think the area 

                                                                         variance IS substantial. 
       NO, means you DO NOT. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

D.    Whether the proposed variance will have an adverse effect or impact on the physical or environmental  
        conditions in the neighborhood or district 

Discussion ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Vote Point  D.                              YES        NO 

                                                                 YES, means you think the variance WILL HAVE 
                                                                                                             an adverse effect or impact. 
              
                                                                                                  NO, means you think  IT WILL NOT 
                         
                        
 
 
E.      Whether the alleged difficulty was self created. 
Discussion______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________ 
Vote  Point   E.                     YES NO 

                                                                                        YES, means you think the difficulty 
                                                                                         WAS self-created. 

                                                                                                               
     NO, means you think it was NOT. 

 

 
 

Motion to ..     Approve_X___   Reject _____   Made by __Pam Sojda____Seconded by_Mary Miller___  

Conditions of Approval ___Motion mad to approve in view of the distance from the road, the extreme ruralness__ 
____of the area and ownership of the adjoining property is one and the same.______________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Janet Berkemeier  _X___     _____ 
Nancy Burke        __X__     _____ 
Mary Miller          __X__     _____ 
Bill Messinger      __X__     _____ 
Pam Sojda            __X__     _____ 
Diane Fowler        __X__     _____ 
Thomas Foss         __X__     _____ 

Janet Berkemeier  _____     __X__ 
Nancy Burke        __X__     _____ 
Mary Miller          _____     __X__ 
Bill Messinger      _____     __X__ 
Pam Sojda            _____     __X__ 
Diane Fowler        _____     __X__ 
Thomas Foss         _____     __X__ 

Janet Berkemeier  __X__     _____ 
Nancy Burke        __X__     _____ 
Mary Miller          __X__     _____ 
Bill Messinger      __X__     _____ 
Pam Sojda            __X__     _____ 
Diane Fowler        __X__     _____ 
Thomas Foss         __X__     _____ 



Date_06.24.15__ Appeal #_AV1503___ 

Motion Vote                           Approve   Reject      Abstain 
           

 

 

 

 

 

Motion Tally                 Carried _6___ Denied_1__ 

 
Board moved on to AV1504 
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Janet Berkemeier   _X___       _____      _____ 
Nancy Burke         _____       __X__       _____ 
Mary Miller           __X__       _____      _____ 
Bill Messinger       __X__       _____      _____ 
Pam Sojda             __X__       _____      _____ 
Diane Fowler         __X__      _____       _____ 
Thomas Foss          __X__      _____       _____ 

 Action Taken 
 
Approved   _X__ 

 
Denied        _____ 

 
Tabled        _____ 



Area Variance Meeting Notes                                                  Date 06.24.15_Appeal # _AV1504_________ 

Minutes taken by__Janet Berkemeier____                                                  Meeting called to order at: __7:50 pm__ 

Members                                          Present      Absent                                 Application No. __AV1504_______ 

                                                                                                    Date of Application __05.26.15____ 
                                   Date Notice Published _06.16.15___ 

   

                      

                            

 

Others Present ___Thomas Douglas CEO/ZEO_     __William Baskin__________     _______________________ 

                          ___________________________     _________________________     _______________________ 

                          ___________________________     _________________________     _______________________ 

                          ___________________________     _________________________     _______________________ 

Genesee County Planning Board Recommendations ~ Review Date 06.11.15 Approve _X__  Reject ____ 

   Modifications __None – Sign should pose no significant county or town impact.__________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Bethany Planning Board Recommendations ~ Review Date _06.12.15_      Approve ____     Reject _____  

   Modifications__There was a motion of denial but motion failed.  No other motion was placed on the floor_____ 

Therefore no action was taken on this application by the Town Planning Board.___________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

State Environmental Quality Review ( SEQR)                   The status of this variance is... 

Type I __________Poses a significant environmental impact.   Requires completion of a long Environmental 
Assessment 

 Form (EAF) and coordinated review by all involved agencies. 

Type II _X____ Actions NOT subject to review under SEQR.  Type II actions include interpretations, granting 

area variances for one, two or three family dwellings and granting of individual setback and lot line variances. 

Unlisted Actions _________Actions are all those actions NOT considered Type I or Type II. 

Use variances and conditional use permits are classified as Unlisted Actions and require completion of a short EAF. 
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Janet Berkemeier   _X___     _____ 
Nancy Burke          _____     __X__ 
Mary Miller        _X__     _____ 
Bill Messinger        _X__     _____ 
Pam Sojda              _X__     _____ 
Diane Fowler         _X__     _____ 
Thomas Foss         __X__     _____ 



                                                                                                        

    Date _06.24.15_Appeal # __AV1504__ 

Opening Remarks___ZBA discussed why the Town Planning Board had issues with the sign.  The size of the sign_ 
__seemed to be a factor._______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ Public Hearing Called to Order at: _7:50 pm_  

Public Comments:  In this rural setting, no visibility problems can be foreseen.________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
         Public Hearing closed at: _8:10_____ 
Area Variance Points to Consider                                                     
 A.     Whether an undesirable change will be produced in the character of the neighborhood or a detriment to 
           nearby properties will be created by the granting of the area variance 
Discussion ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Vote Point A                        YES       NO 

Yes,  means you DO think an undesirable 
                                   change will be produced. 

No,   means you DO NOT. 
 
 
 
 
 
B.       Whether the benefit sought by the applicant can be achieved by some method, feasible for the applicant to       
            pursue other than the area variance 
Discussion ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Vote Point B.                                   YES       NO 
                                                  YES,  means you do think the benefit 
                                            can be achieved by another method. 
            NO, means you DO NOT. 
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Janet Berkemeier   _____     __X__ 
Nancy Burke         _____     __X_ 
Mary Miller           _____     _X__ 
Bill Messinger       _____     __X__ 
Pam Sojda             _____     __X_ 
Diane Fowler        _____     __X__ 
Thomas Foss         _____     __X__ 

k

Janet Berkemeier  _____     _X__ 
Nancy Burke        __X__     _____ 
Mary Miller          _X__     _____ 
Bill Messinger      _____     __X_ 
Pam Sojda            _____     __X_ 
Diane Fowler        _____     _X__ 
Thomas Foss         _____     __X_



Date__06/24/15_ Appeal #___AV1504__ 

C.        Whether the requested area variance is substantial  

Discussion _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Vote Point C.         YES         NO 
                                                                                        YES means you think the area 

                                                                         variance IS substantial. 
       NO, means you DO NOT. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

D.    Whether the proposed variance will have an adverse effect or impact on the physical or environmental  
        conditions in the neighborhood or district 

Discussion ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Vote Point  D.                              YES        NO 

                                                                 YES, means you think the variance WILL HAVE 
                                                                                                             an adverse effect or impact. 
              
                                                                                                  NO, means you think  IT WILL NOT 
                         
                        
 
 
E.      Whether the alleged difficulty was self created. 
Discussion______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________ 
Vote  Point   E.                     YES NO 

                                                                                        YES, means you think the difficulty 
                                                                                         WAS self-created. 

                                                                                                               
     NO, means you think it was NOT. 

 

 
 

Motion to ..     Approve__X_   Reject _____   Made by _Pam Sojda_Seconded by_Bill Messinger____________  

Conditions of Approval _In view of the rural location, size of the property round the proposed sign and the significant 
road frontage owned by the applicant with no nearby neighbors within a quarter of a mile, it is determined that the 
sign would not be out of place.___________________________________________________________________ 
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Janet Berkemeier  __X_     _____ 
Nancy Burke        __X_     _____ 
Mary Miller          __X_     _____ 
Bill Messinger      __X_     _____ 
Pam Sojda            _X__     _____ 
Diane Fowler        _X__     _____ 
Thomas Foss         _X__     _____ 

Janet Berkemeier  _____     __X_ 
Nancy Burke        _X___     _____ 
Mary Miller          _____     _X__ 
Bill Messinger      _____     _X__ 
Pam Sojda            _____     _X__ 
Diane Fowler        _____     _X__ 
Thomas Foss         _____     _X__ 

Janet Berkemeier  _X__     _____ 
Nancy Burke        _X__     _____ 
Mary Miller          _X__     _____ 
Bill Messinger      _X__     _____ 
Pam Sojda            _X__     _____ 
Diane Fowler        _X__     _____ 
Thomas Foss         _X__     _____ 



Date__06.24.15__ Appeal #__AV1504___ 

Motion Vote                           Approve   Reject      Abstain 
           

 

 

 

 

 

Motion Tally                 Carried _6_ Denied__1__ 
 
 
Zoning Board of Appeals moved on to AV1505 
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Janet Berkemeier   _X__       _____      _____ 
Nancy Burke         _____       _X__       _____ 
Mary Miller           _X__       _____      _____ 
Bill Messinger       _X__       _____      _____ 
Pam Sojda             _X__       _____      _____ 
Diane Fowler         _X__      _____       _____ 
Thomas Foss          _X__      _____       _____ 

 Action Taken 
 
Approved   __X_ 

 
Denied        _____ 

 
Tabled        _____ 



Area Variance Meeting Notes                                                  Date _06.24.15_Appeal # _AV1505_ 

Minutes taken by_Janet Berkemeier__                                                  Meeting called to order at: _8:10 pn_ 

Members                                          Present      Absent                                 Application No. __AV1505____ 

                                                                                                    Date of Application __05.27.15___ 
                                   Date Notice Published _06.15.15____ 

   

                      

                            

 

Others Present _Thomas Douglas, ZEO/CEO__     __William Baskin__________     _______________________ 

                          ___________________________     _________________________     _______________________ 

                          ___________________________     _________________________     _______________________ 

                          ___________________________     _________________________     _______________________ 

Genesee County Planning Board Recommendations ~ Review Date __06.11.15 Approve _X__  Reject ____ 

   Modifications __None – the proposed ag building should pose no significant county or town impact.________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Bethany Planning Board Recommendations ~ Review Date _06.12.15_      Approve _X_     Reject _____  

   Modifications___nONE______________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

State Environmental Quality Review ( SEQR)                   The status of this variance is... 

Type I __________Poses a significant environmental impact.   Requires completion of a long Environmental 
Assessment 

 Form (EAF) and coordinated review by all involved agencies. 

Type II __x___ Actions NOT subject to review under SEQR.  Type II actions include interpretations, granting 

area variances for one, two or three family dwellings and granting of individual setback and lot line variances. 

Unlisted Actions _________Actions are all those actions NOT considered Type I or Type II. 

Use variances and conditional use permits are classified as Unlisted Actions and require completion of a short EAF. 
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Janet Berkemeier   _X__     _____ 
Nancy Burke          _____     __X_ 
Mary Miller        _X__     _____ 
Bill Messinger        _X__     _____ 
Pam Sojda              _X__     _____ 
Diane Fowler         _X__     _____ 
Thomas Foss         _X__     _____ 



                                                                                                        

    Date _06.24.15__Appeal # _AV1505__ 

Opening Remarks__The barn will be the same height as the previous one – just longer._______________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ Public Hearing Called to Order at: _8:20 pm_  

Public Comments___None____________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
         Public Hearing closed at: _8:28 pm_ 
Area Variance Points to Consider                                                     
 A.     Whether an undesirable change will be produced in the character of the neighborhood or a detriment to 
           nearby properties will be created by the granting of the area variance 
Discussion ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Vote Point A                        YES       NO 

Yes,  means you DO think an undesirable 
                                   change will be produced. 

No,   means you DO NOT. 
 
 
 
 
 
B.       Whether the benefit sought by the applicant can be achieved by some method, feasible for the applicant to       
            pursue other than the area variance 
Discussion ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Vote Point B.                                   YES       NO 
                                                  YES,  means you do think the benefit 
                                            can be achieved by another method. 
            NO, means you DO NOT. 
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Janet Berkemeier   _____     _X__ 
Nancy Burke         _X__     _____ 
Mary Miller           _____     __X__ 
Bill Messinger       _____     __X__ 
Pam Sojda             _____     __X__ 
Diane Fowler        _____     __X__ 
Thomas Foss         _____     __X_ 

k

Janet Berkemeier  _____     _X___ 
Nancy Burke        __X__     __X__ 
Mary Miller          _____     _X__ 
Bill Messinger      _____     _X__ 
Pam Sojda            _____     _X__ 
Diane Fowler        _____     _X__ 
Thomas Foss         _____     _X__



Date__06.24.15__ Appeal #__AV1505_____ 

C.        Whether the requested area variance is substantial  

Discussion _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Vote Point C.         YES         NO 
                                                                                        YES means you think the area 

                                                                         variance IS substantial. 
       NO, means you DO NOT. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

D.    Whether the proposed variance will have an adverse effect or impact on the physical or environmental  
        conditions in the neighborhood or district 

Discussion ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Vote Point  D.                              YES        NO 

                                                                 YES, means you think the variance WILL HAVE 
                                                                                                             an adverse effect or impact. 
              
                                                                                                  NO, means you think  IT WILL NOT 
                         
                        
 
 
E.      Whether the alleged difficulty was self created. 
Discussion______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________ 
Vote  Point   E.                     YES NO 

                                                                                        YES, means you think the difficulty 
                                                                                         WAS self-created. 

                                                                                                               
     NO, means you think it was NOT. 

 

 
 

Motion to ..     Approve_X__   Reject _____   Made by _Tom Foss___Seconded by_Pam Sojda________________  

Conditions of Approval _The foot print of the barn is no closer to the road ant the existing barn that it will be 
replacing.________________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Janet Berkemeier  _X__     _____ 
Nancy Burke        _X__     _____ 
Mary Miller          _X__     _____ 
Bill Messinger      _X___     _____ 
Pam Sojda            _X__     _____ 
Diane Fowler        _X__     _____ 
Thomas Foss         _____     __X__ 

Janet Berkemeier  _____     _X__ 
Nancy Burke        _X__     _X__ 
Mary Miller          _____     _X__ 
Bill Messinger      _____     _X__ 
Pam Sojda            _____     __X_ 
Diane Fowler        _____     _X__ 
Thomas Foss         _____     _X__ 

Janet Berkemeier  __X_     _____ 
Nancy Burke        __X_     _____ 
Mary Miller          _X__     _____ 
Bill Messinger      _X__     _____ 
Pam Sojda            _____     _X__ 
Diane Fowler        __X_     _____ 
Thomas Foss         __X__     _____ 



Date_06.24.15_ Appeal #_AV1505___ 

Motion Vote                           Approve   Reject      Abstain 
           

 

 

 

 

 

Motion Tally                 Carried __6__ Denied__1__ 

Motion to CLOSE meeting made by _Janet Berkemeier Motion SECONDED by __Pam Sojda____________ 
Motion Tally  In Favor   _6___   Opposed __1__                             Chairman Adjourns Meeting at:  _8:35 pm__ 
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Janet Berkemeier   _X___       _____      _____ 
Nancy Burke         _____       __X__       _____ 
Mary Miller           _X___       _____      _____ 
Bill Messinger       _X__       _____      _____ 
Pam Sojda             _X__       _____      _____ 
Diane Fowler         _X__      _____       _____ 
Thomas Foss          _X__      _____       _____ 

 Action Taken 
 
Approved   _X__ 

 
Denied        _____ 

 
Tabled        _____ 
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