Town of Bethany
Planning Board Meeting Minutes
September 5, 2019
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Chairperson Tom Foss called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m.
 Planning Board Members in Attendance: 
T. Foss (chairperson)     R. Cipriano,  T. Leary
 L. Jackett                    S. Wells,       B. Czworka 
Town Officials in Attendance: Tom Douglas,  Dan Street
Others in Attendance: Chris Krtanik, Sandra & John Swanson,
                                         Margaret Jense, Jeff Wolak (fire dept)
Open Issue: 
A) SA-19005
B) For Bethany Fire Department
C) Property 10504 Bethany Center Rd. East Bethany N Y 
D) To replace Fire Dept. Sign
E) Size 64” x 94.5”
Fire Dept. applied for a Use Variance and tom denied. 
· Had them do Area Variance
· Can have but zoning law doesn’t allow
· Patrick Reynolds signed off with easement
· Changeable sign
· Old Sign is now Non- Compliant Sign
· Old Sign reduces the amount of Non-Compliant Issues
· Fire Dept. falls under different rules for this 
· No real rules
· In Wyoming County doing a Variance for signs
· Genesee County Only the Town of Batavia with rules
Items we discussed and would like to be considered as stipulations before the sign goes in.
1. The Ability to be able to dim the sign. 
2. Only change message once every 10 seconds 
3. Emergency Messages exp. Boil Water, or something all people need to know
4. No Animation
5. Limit to 2 messages at a time.
Sign has a 140 degree viewing angle, there will be a public meeting on the sign, controller to sign will be locked in chiefs office so only the proper person can change the sign. So we voted to on the acceptance of the sign going in with the 5 Items above as part of our saying okay. Motion made by Tim Leary, and seconded by Steve Wells, Roll call was done with 6 yes and 1 absentee. 
Then we went back to Zoning Law changes for Commercial/Industrial Issues:
Deb Douglas did a PDF for Tom Foss,
          -Draft Form reference currant building codes
          -  References Chapter 4 of the New York State Building Code for High Hazards 
· Move Hazards Class of building codes to Special Use Permit
· So It comes back to Planning Board for further discussion
· Examples @ explosive’s 
·                    b. flammable
·                    c. nuclear 
Ray said Federal Government sometimes goes to private companies to do their dirty work.
DEC are the ones that take care of nuclear/ hazardous chemical 
Go over semi-final more in-compassing of what’s relevant to hazards
Refer to our Laws
Solar panels and Solar Farms fold into some of this 
State may step in and over rule any rules we may have in place for Solar 
Items of concern: a. writing language to limit size 
                                 b. Health Issues involved/Home rule on everything.
Reply: T.F. We want to do zoning for items all at once, to control as a board to maximum extent. And we also as a Town may not want to abstain. Also to add language to the code so we are not micromanaged.
We have NO applications at this time for any Solar Farms/Panels.
For homeowner maybe only one panel to help subsidies, the home owner. We are trying to stay 2 steps ahead of what is going on in this town to have developed per the residents wishes. 
Tom D. received a phone call about Solar Energy Law, Tom’s reply we don’t have any laws on solar.
Before someone starts the process we have 60 days to make the law or do a Moratorium.
We will encompass as much as we can to get the rule as the residents see fit, but is never 100% bullet proof.
Discussed Digesters some saying not agriculture, explosive, high hazards. This lead back to propane in Bethany, went into would we allow terminal, was answered with without size/scale can’t answer. If we would let them come in there, town boards would have to vote on this.
Commercial /Industrial
     Propane to nuclear- low level different levels of hazardous, Board does not have control over either one of them.

Solar Farms: need to create rules related to solar farms need to go back to rewrite all things we have to use 
a. State building code, by scales of hazards, going to back away from higher levels of hazard places.
b. Setting scale for everything project by project.
c. Can’t put caps on and limits on all this subject matter.
d. We need to see what they want in an application to make that decision. 
e. Going over little details so nothing goes through.
f. Want all voices heard.
g. Not just owner of property, all people of the town.
h. If it comes in front of us.
Was asked if anyone wanted to add to High Hazards/ Solar Farms/ Signage-current technology.
Stafford N Y had an 800 page report on Solar, they have a Solar Law, and they don’t allow Solar.
We left it at this and adjourned at 837 p.m. with Ray making the motion and Steve Wells seconded and all in favor. 
                                                                   
                                                           Submitted by

                                                       Barbara Czworka 
                                                  Planning Board Secretary
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